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Senate panel
aUthorizes
covert a:id |

.-But seeks redefinition
Tof pohcy on N;caragua

© g

By ALFON SO CHARDY---

Hemld Washington Bureau wag

" NASHINGTON -— Ina partiai
victory for Reagan Administration
policies in Central America, the
Senate ‘Intelligence Committee on
Friday -authorized ‘temporary :con-
tinuation-of -covert support for Ni-
caraguan rebels fighting the ‘Sandi-
nista government. - -

The 15-member commitiee, in a
nearly unanimous vote, approved
compromise legislation calling upon
President Reagan to submit & new '
“finding” — or redefinition —~ of
precisely what the administration

seeks to accomplish in Nicaragua

‘before money will be approved .for
ﬁscal 1984.
s The committee set the 1984 fund-

ing authorization for the covert op- -

eration at §19 millior, depending on
acceptance of the redefinition.

The Senate panel had been ex-
pected to follow the -lead of ‘the
House Intelligence Committee,
which on Tuesday voted $-5 to sus-
pend funding for the covert opera-
tion.

In its place, the House legxslat;on
would set up an $80-million funad
for U.S. &id to “friendly nations” in
the region, allowing them to openly

pursue the same goais as the covert -

activity: balting alleged arms ship-
ments from Nicaragua to leftist
guerrilias in EJ Salvador.

The committee actions -must be
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‘takenup by the (un House and Sen- .

ate. If they survive in their present .

forms, they will. go to 2 House-Sen-

ate- conierence - committee, which

will iron out the differences.
‘Members .of the Senate Intelli- -

| gence Committée declined to give 3

. vote breakdown.on Friday’s action
| at ‘their -secret -session, saying only
that it 'wasnearly inanimous.

“The Senate committee said Rea- -
_gan must.present his pew “finding” ;
by Sept. 30, the end of sfiscal 1983, |
if he hopes to.get fundmg.authon-
zation for-1984. -

--Once-the finding is subrmtted the 8
commmee :will.convene for.a vote..
-If .the ‘panel approves ‘the “finding;
the-CLA “will be authorized :to on
tinue asszstmg the N:caraguan “reb~
Lels, -~

The decision ‘was a !compromxse
between those who wanted 10 end .

nally 18 mommsago,

The initial finding submitted in
late 1881. reportedly requested
.$19.3 million to assist the Nicara-

- ‘guan rebels. The intelligence panels
limited thie program to halting Ni-
- caraguan -arms shipments to Salva-
. ‘Goran -guertillas. They  forbade
-working for the-overthrow of the
N:ca.raguan government.

However, several’ members of the
“intelligence committees; .including
Moynihan, charged that the admin-

- -istration-had violated the -congres- -

-sional restrictions by seeking to |
oust theSandlmsras |

~~The - Senate mtelhgence over- .
*sight committee, after much discus-
~Sion, passed ‘what we call ‘Alterna- |
xtive ‘Three' :instead of the amend-
‘sment that had been offered which’
-'would ‘have -terminated covert -ac-

-the-covert .operation and those who *-:mon mnow,” Goldwater said at- the

supported the administration. = ¥
- Legal experts in the intelligence .-

' community said“the committee e~ |
i tion would, for the first time, have~ “Alternative Two” aimed at termi-

the effect of giving the congression- .
.a] intelligénce units. veto power
over a covert operation. .

‘Until now, procedures govermng
“the relatmnsmp between “the <ClA -
and -the .congressional mtelhgence
panels required only that the presi-’
dent notity them that he intendedto |
.launch a covert action. No formal !
committee.approval has been neces- -
sary.

The Senate Intelligence Cormmit-
tee action was disclosed at a rare
-news conference by Sen. Barry .
Goldwater (R., Ariz.) and Sen. ‘Dan-
jel.Moynihan (D., N.Y.), committee -
chairman.and vice chairman respec-
txvely '

‘The news conference came short—
ly after the committee voted. In at-
tendance for the vote were William

- Casey, CIA director; Thomas Enp-
; ders, assistant secretary of state for
| inter-American affairs; and Fred;

Ikle, under secretary of defense. All
three urged .the committee to-con-
tinue the operation as funded origi- -

‘znews conference.
~Sen.  "David Durenberger (R.
‘Minn.}) had offered. the so-called

‘-nating_“the President's covert .ac-
-‘tion prografi; .according ‘to an in-
elligence compmitiee document re-
- . leased .after ‘the vote. It-said that
“*Alternative ‘One,” -supported by
; Casey, Enders and Ikle, would have
le‘ft the covert actionzasitis. ..

“{Goldwater:said he'spoke to Presi-
-gdent Reagan by telephone Thursday
‘to outline the" measure. finally ap-
proved. He said Reagan reluctant)y

. agreedtoit.:

“He would have been happxer if |
‘we had left the *whole thing alone,
but that was not the will' of the-
committee,” -said Goldwater. He
-also said the ClA had urged Reagan
10 submit a redefinition of the oper-
ation, apparently in an-effort to re-
duce the controversy over the cur-
rent program. '

“Within one month: at the most,

- we'll have a new .position on Cen-
tral America,” Goldwater :added. *I
- think it's perfectly plain to the
President that we want & redefined
position on Central America.”

He said the new finding should

_.contain, “in plain Janguage " what

- Reagan intends to do §
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